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We are delighted to invite you to join us in celebrating IAHR’s 85th 
anniversary in December 2020.
Since its creation in September 1935, IAHR has evolved to become the 
international organization that it is today with more than 4,000 members 
from all over the world working for the development of water engineering, 
the protection of the environment, and a better water future for all. 
The IAHR 85th Anniversary Summit will celebrate IAHR’s extraordinary 
achievements as the global leader in hydro-environmental research and 
engineering, and will combine offline conferences in Beijing, China, and 
online sessions on 14-17 December, live-streamed webinars, lectures and 
a reminiscent virtual get-together of prestigious IAHR members with the 
whole IAHR community.
Respected pioneers founded IAHR in 1935 to uphold the flag of promoting 
hydraulic research. Over the 85 years, the association has evolved into a 
big family made up of the most relevant water-related and environmental 
fields of research and practice thanks to the support of a broad network of 
technical committees and working groups.
Celebrating 85 years is not just about looking back. With the Strategic Plan 
2020-2023 in place, we are now better positioned to, while reflecting on the 
many outstanding legacies of the past 85 years, use this splendid experience 
to inform our future.
See you this December both in Beijing and in the cloud.

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT� 85.iahr.org

Celebrating 85 years of  global leadership in hydro-environment THEMES AT A GLANCE

Ecohydraulics
Connection between basic 
ecohydraulic research and the 
implementation thereof in 
practical situations where Nature-
Based Solutions (NBS) can be 
used as alternatives to traditional 
grey measures.

AI and Water
Challenges and opportunities of 
Artificial Intelligence for water 
management, especially in urban 
water settings and in natural 
systems.

Africa and Water
Capacity-building, hydro-
environment engineering, 
infrastructure and financing 
challenges and opportunities 
in Africa to meet WASH and 
Sustainable Development Goals.



OVERALL PROGRAM (Tentative; visit 85.iahr.org for the latest version)

More than 50 high-level participants have confirmed to attend.
•	Ania Grobicki, Green Climate Fund
•	Bregje Van Wesenbeeck, TU Delft, The Netherlands
•	David Stephenson, University of Botswana, South Africa
•	David Wegner, National Academy of Sciences, USA
•	Dragan Savic, KWR Water Research Institute, The Netherlands
•	Ellis Penning, Deltares, The Netherlands
•	Gabriele Freni, Università degli Studi di Enna Kore, Italy
•	Gregory Pasternack, University of California, USA
•	Heidi M. Nepf, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, USA
•	 Jörg Imberger, University of Miami, USA
•	 Joseph H. W. Lee, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, China
•	Mohamed Ghidaoui, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, China
•	Peter Goodwin, University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science, USA
•	Ricky C P Wong, CEO, Civil Engineering & Development Department, Hong Kong, China
•	Seleshi Bekele, Minister of Water, Irrigation and Energy, Ethiopia
•	Samuel Nii Odai, Vice-Chancellor, Accra Technical University, Ghana
•	Slim Choura, Former Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Tunisia
•	Takashi Asaeda, Saitama University, Japan
•	Thorsten Stoesser, University College London, UK
•	Tong Zhang, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, China
•	Vladimir Nikora, University of Aberdeen, UK
•	Weiling Sun, Peking University, China
•	Xun Wu, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, China
•	Yilma Seleshi, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia
•	 ......

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

VENUE IN BEIJING

ABOUT IAHR

China Hall of Science and 
Technology Hotel Beijing
www.chst-hotel.com.cn
No.3 Fuxing Rd, Beijing, China

International Association 
of Hydro-Environment 
Engineering and Research
Founded in 1935, IAHR is 
a worldwide independent 
organization of engineers and 
water specialists working in 
fields related to the hydro-
environmental sciences and their 
practical application. For more 
information, visit IAHR.org.

  Anniversary Ceremony        Thematic Events        Special Events        Other Events

UTC New York Beijing Dec. 9-12 Dec. 14 (Mon.) Dec. 15 (Tue.) Dec. 16 (Wed.) Dec. 17 (Thu.)

00:00-03:00 19:00-22:00 08:00-11:00

CoastLab 
2020

Ecohydraulics 1

08:00-09:30 03:00-04:30 16:00-17:30 Anniversary 
Ceremony

AI and Water 1

09:30-11:00 04:30-06:00 17:30-19:00 Africa 1 Africa 1

11:00-14:00 06:00-09:00 19:00-22:00 Climate Change and 
Coastal Resilience

Science of Global 
Water Security

Institute Directors 
and Industry Paper Writing

Council Meeting and 
GMA

14:00-18:00 09:00-13:00 22:00-02:00 Ecohydraulics 2 AI and Water 2
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