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[bookmark: iahr-world-congress-2027-bari-italy]Call for Special Sessions
We invite proposals for special sessions to be held as part of the conference program. Proposals aligned with any Congress theme or subtheme are welcome, and organizers at all career stages are encouraged to apply.
Evaluation process
All special session proposals must be approved by the Chair and the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) to ensure that the scientific content meets the standards of the Congress program.
The validation process is the following:
· Proposals are sent by email (see the contacts below) according to the established form and deadline.
· Final decision on the selected sessions is taken and communicated on time to the convener(s).

Proposer(s) responsibilities
Proposer(s) will be responsible for the scientific management of the session, including (but not limited to) the coordination of the peer-review process and the selection of contributions, under the collaboration and supervision of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC), that will also oversee the organizational aspects within the overall program, such as the allocation of time slots and rooms for the delivery of the session. 
As in the form, the basic slot for a session has a duration of 90 minutes (6 presentation x 15 minutes each) with possible extension to multiple slots (i.e., 2 slots, which means total duration of 180 minutes, and so on), according to the contributions accepted. 
Proposers are fully responsible for mobilizing everything necessary for the session. 
Proponents, speakers and invited speakers in the sessions must be fully registered at the Congress.
Contact e-mails
To propose a special session, please contact the LOC at danielebiagio.laucelli@poliba.it or luigi.berardi@unich.it.
The proposals will be evaluated and organized by the Organizing Committees in the context of the IAHR World Congress 2027 and the Road to Bari Framework.
Yours sincerely,
President of the Organizing Committee
Prof. Eng. Orazio Giustolisi
[orazio.giustolisi@poliba.it +39 3293173094]	
https://www.iahr2027.org/	
[bookmark: special-session-event-proposal-form]Special Session Proposal Form

[bookmark: proponent-information]1. Proponent Information
· Name and Surname of Main Proponent:
· Affiliation (Institution / Company / Organization):
· Country:
· Email Address:
· Co-proponents (if any) – Names and Affiliations:
· (eventually) Technical Division/Working Group/Regional Division:

[bookmark: X187b3f765091e1b60a9a129e241f2884d7c3979]2. Title and Theme of the Proposed Session
· Proposed Title:
(Max. 20 words)
· Main Theme / Keywords:
(3–6 keywords)

[bookmark: X46569501d33759a95cb41e74d6941ef1b8b99d0]3. Abstract and Relevance to the Congress Theme
Abstract of the Proposed Session
(Max. 200 words)
Please provide a concise description of the proposed session or event, clearly outlining: - the main scientific, technical, policy, or practice-oriented focus; - the key challenges addressed; - the expected contribution to advancing knowledge, solutions, or implementation in the water sector.
Connection to the Congress Main Theme: “Management of Change”
(Max. 100 words)
Please explain how the proposed session/event contributes to the overarching theme of “Drive the Change Management in the Era of Digital Water and Global Transitions”, with reference to one or more of the following dimensions: - digital transformation and data-driven water management; - climate change adaptation and mitigation; - resilience to water-related hazards and disasters; - water for energy transition, food security, and nature; - governance, policy, and decision-making under change.

[bookmark: proposed-event-format-and-organisation]4. Proposed Session Format and Organization
Please describe the proposed structure and organization of the session.
· Type of Event (select and describe):
☐ Ordinary scientific session (standard format: 12-minute presentations + 3-minute discussion)
☐ Invited presentations / keynote-driven session
☐ Mixed format (invited + contributed presentations)
· Description of the Session Structure:
(e.g. number of presentations, panels, discussions, interactive elements)
· Expected Duration:
☐ One standard time slot (1.5 hours)
☐ Multiple time slots (please specify number and justification):
· Preferred Action Track (if applicable):
☐ Science, Research and Innovation
☐ Technical and Policy Challenges of Cities, Basins and Nations
☐ Solutions, Practice and Implementation

[bookmark: potential-participants-and-stakeholders]5. Potential Participants and Stakeholders
Please indicate the potential contributors and audiences for the proposed session.
A. Key Researchers / Experts (names and affiliations, if known):
(Indicative list)
B. Companies, Utilities, or Solution Providers (if relevant):
(Indicative list)
C. Institutions, Authorities, or Policy Bodies (if relevant):
(Indicative list)

[bookmark: potential-scientific-contributions]6. Potential Scientific Contributions
· Indicative List of Potential Contributions or Presenting Groups:
(e.g. research groups, projects, technical committees, working groups, institutions)
· Estimated Number of Oral Presentations:
· Estimated Number of Panelists / Invited Speakers (if applicable):

[bookmark: expected-audience-and-impact]7. Expected Audience and Impact
· Estimated Number of Participants / Attendees:
☐ < 20
☐ 20–40
☐ 40–80
☐ > 80
· Expected Impact and Outcomes:
(e.g. scientific advancement, policy guidance, practical implementation, networking, roadmap definition, white paper, follow-up initiatives)

[bookmark: additional-information]8. Additional Information
Please include any additional information that may support the evaluation of the proposal, such as: - links to ongoing international initiatives or projects; - alignment with IAHR Technical Committees, Working Groups, or Regional Divisions; - plans for follow-up activities beyond the Congress.

Date of Submission: __________________________
Signature of Main Proponent (optional): __________________________
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